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Nissinen's award-winning book surveys attitudes in the ancient world toward
homoeraticism, that is, erotic same-sex relations. Focusing on the Bible and its
cultura environment-M esopotamia, Greece, Rome, Israel-Nissinen concisely and
readably introduces the relevant sources and their historical contextsin a
readable way. Homoeroticism is examined as a part of gender identity, i.e., the
interplay of sexual orientation, gender identification, gender roles, and sexual
practice. In the patriarchal cultures of the biblical world, Nissinen shows,
homoeraotic practices were regarded as a role construction between the active and
passive partners rather than as expressions of an orientation moderns call
"homosexuality." Nissinen shows how this applies to the limited acceptance of
homoerotic relationships in Greek and Roman culture, as well asto Israel's and
the early church’'s condemnation of any same-sex erotic activity. For readers
interested in the ancient world or contemporary debates, Nissinen's fascinating
study shows why the ancient texts - both biblical and nonbiblical - are not
appropriate for use as sources of direct analogy or argument in today's
discussion.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English (trandation)
Original Language: Finnish

From the Back Cover

"I strongly recommend Nissinen's work. It fillsamajor need in contextualizing the Old Testament references
to homosexual relationsin a study of ancient Near Eastern references to same-sex sexual interactions. Many
of the relevant texts have simply not been accessible to the general reader heretofore." ---Phyllis Bird
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary

About the Author
Martti Nissinen is Reader and Professor in Old Testament Studies, University of Helsinki, Senior Researcher
of the Finnish Academy.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Cary Barrett:

Now aday folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How alot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Homoeroticism in the Biblical
World: A Historical Perspective book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course
the info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Sharon Novick:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you fedl it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the publication untitled Homoeroticism in the Biblical World: A Historical
Perspective can be very good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Agnes Shivers:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddiesis thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite



from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Homoeroticism in the Biblical World: A
Historical Perspective, you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to missit? What kind
of hang-out typeisit? Oh serioudly its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known
asreading friends.

Estella Pierre:

Homoeroticism in the Biblical World: A Historical Perspective can be one of your basic books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonethel ess delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing Homoeroticism in the Biblical World: A Historical Perspective yet doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one
of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.
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