Becoming a Jew

By Maurice Lamm

Read Online ©

Becoming a Jew By Maurice Lamm

The author of the highly popular Jewish Way in Death and Mourning and Jewish
Way in Love and Marriage offers us awork designed expressly for non-Jews
who are contemplating converting, for those who have already converted, and for
Jews by birth who wish to gain deeper insight into their heritage. Becoming a
Jew describes the odyssey of the convert and charts the traditional approach to
conversion. Written in acrisp, contemporary style, this volume addresses
guestions converts frequently have relating to the procedures of conversion. An
inval uable contribution.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

Lamm details conversion to Judaism as a process, a series of rituals, and as an entrance to a new community
and lifestyle. Seventeen converts give moving testimony to the difficulties and blessings of their becoming
Jewish. The traditional conversion processis explained, and various aspects of day-to-day Jewish observance
and theology are detailed. Discussion of the Jewish year and rites of passage make this book useful for non-
Jews wishing to understand Jewish practices, as well as for nonobservant Jews desiring deeper understanding
of their heritage. Highly recommended for public libraries.

Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"Becoming a Jew is agood resource for Jewish educators, those studying basic Judaism, or adult bar/bat
mitzvah students. Its use should be accompanied by material written from either a Reform or liberal
perspective so that the student has a broad view of the conversion process." -- Compass

"After reading Rabbi Maurice Lamm'’s new book Becoming a Jew,a, | was doubly impressed: | was left with
arenewed respect for individuals who had willingly thrown in their lot with the Jewish people, and, after
being afforded a glimpse of my own life-long religion through the eyes of those who were drawn to
Judaism's teachings from afar, | was reminded of the power Judaism has had to attract converts throughout
the ages, even in times of the most extreme persecution. . . . Becoming a Jew is a book which most Jews,
both those born into the Covenant of Abraham and those who later converted, will find most interesting. . .
.Many times while reading the book | was moved to tears by Rabbi Lamm's most beautiful and elogquent
explanations of Jewish concepts that perhaps | had taken for granted. How grateful | am for having been
bestowed access to all these gifts through no act of my own, | thought again and again as | read further. . . . |
found Becoming a Jew both informative al nd inspirational reading which | wholeheartedly recommend
without hesitation." -- Algemeiner Journal

"After reading Rabbi Maurice Lamm'’s new book Becoming a Jew, | was doubly impressed: | was left with a
renewed respect for individuals who had willingly thrown in their lot with the Jewish people, and, after being
afforded a glimpse of my own life-long religion through the eyes of those who were drawn to Judaism's
teachings from afar, | was reminded of the power Judaism has had to attract converts throughout the ages,
even in times of the most extreme persecution. . . . Becoming a Jew is a book which most Jews, both those
born into the Covenant of Abraham and those who later converted, will find most interesting. . . . Many
times while reading the book | was moved to tears by Rabbi Lamm'’s most beautiful and eloquent
explanations of Jewish concepts that perhaps | had taken for granted. How grateful | am for having been
bestowed access to all these gifts through no act of my own, | thought again and again as | read further. . . . |
found Becoming a Jew both informative and inspirational reading which | wholeheartedly recommend
without hesitation.” -- Algemeiner Journal

"An invaluable contribution to any reader seeking an accurate description of Jewish belief, custom, and
religious lifestyle." -- The Bookwatch

"Becoming aJew is agood resource for Jewish educators, those studying basic Judaism, or adult bar/bat
mitzvah students. Its use should be accompanied by material written from either a Reform or liberal
perspective so that the student has a broad view of the conversion process." -- Compass



"Becoming aJew is primarily directed to non-Jews contemplating conversion and those who have already
done so. Rabbi Lamm points out that conversion is much more than a profession of faith. It involves laws
and traditions, life cycle events and holidays, ideals and values. This book is excellent for both those born
into the Jewish faith and those who have chosen to become Jews." -- The Jewish Voice

"Becoming a Jew is thorough and simple enough to become a textbook for converts, yet its analysis of little-
known halachot makes it an important reference manual for even the long-time convert." -- The Jerusalem
Post

"Highly recommended for public libraries." -- Library Journal

"Rabbi Maurice Lamm's book Becoming a Jew succeeds admirably in addressing the three audiences to
whom it is primarily directed-non-Jews who are contemplating converting, those who have already
converted, and Jews by birth who wish to gain a deeper insight into their heritage. But the work is so
valuable, so concisein its language and so sensitive in its approach, that | recommend it as well to rabbis,
students, recent or potential baaei teshuva (born Jews who are returning to the faith) and anyone, Jew or
non-Jew, seeking an overview and depth of analysis of Jewish belief and practice." -- Jewish Press

"With the publication of Rabbi Maurice Lamm's Becoming a Jew, we now hear loudly and clearly the voice
of a spokesman of the Modern Orthodoxy of Y eshiva University. Becoming a Jew is an informative and
sensitively written book about everything the potential convert, the new convert, and the extended born
Jewish family should know about the halakha that governs conversion to Judaism.” -- Jewish Spectator

About the Author

Rabbi Maurice Lamm is the author of five major books, President of the National Institute for Jewish
Hospice, and Professor at RIETS at Y eshiva University's Rabbinical Seminary in New Y ork, where he holds
the Chair in Professional Rabbinics. He was the rabbi of one of the largest Orthodox synagogues in the
United States, Beth Jacob of Beverly Hills.

Rabbi Lamm'’s newest publications are The Power of Hope and a CD-ROM entitled Love and Marriage. He
is most popularly known for his The Jewish Way in Death and Mourning, first issued in 1970 and considered
one of the seven best Jewish books of the year by The New Y ork Times. Rabbi Lamm has also authored The
Jewish Way in Love and Marriage, Becoming a Jew, and Living Torah in America. Maurice Lamm was
awarded an honorary doctorate by Y eshiva University, from which he holdsaB. A., M. A., and rabbinic
ordination. He has served on the faculty of Stern College for Women, was field director of Military
Chaplains, and traveled for the U. S. Department of Defense with the civilian equivalent of Major General.
His chaplaincy duties took him around the world. One of his most important contributions has been the
creation of the National Institute for Jewish Hospice.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ann Wren:

The book Becoming a Jew make one feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou should use to make your capable a
lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the
subject. If you can make examining a book Becoming a Jew to become your habit, you can get alot more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are
ableto know everything if you like available and read a publication Becoming a Jew. Kinds of book are alot



of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Robert Alcock:

This Becoming a Jew is new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information as it relief your
hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still
having bit of digest in reading this Becoming a Jew can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form
which can be reachable by anyone, sure | mean in the e-book form. People who think that in publication
form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So, don't miss the item!
Just read this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.

Edmund Morrissette;

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored to be ableto reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has
reading's heart and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library.
They go to right now there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not
important, boring in addition to can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is
very important for yourself. Aswe know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like.
Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore, this Becoming a Jew can make you
experience more interested to read.

Mary Lamm:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
By the book Becoming a Jew we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be
creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't
possibly be doubt to change your life with this book Becoming a Jew. Y ou can more appealing than now.
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